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Using Geography Skills to Answer 
“Where?”

1. Look carefully at each map your teacher projects. For each
map, discuss the three questions below with your partner. 
Be prepared to respond if your teacher calls on you. 

• What are at least five key symbols or colors on the map?
What do they represent? 

• What key information does this map show?

• Is this information about physical geography or human 
geography? 

2. Get a copy of Canada and the United States Transparency 6
and one Challenge 3 card from your teacher. 

3. Read the question on your card. Scan the names of the research
stations to determine which one has the map you need to
answer the question. 

4. Go to that station. Lay your transparency on top of the map at
the station. Use a transparency pen to note any information or
locations on your transparency that will help answer the ques-
tion.

5. Once you have all the information you need to answer the 
question, return to your desk. Get your copy of the table for the
Canada and the United States Mapping Lab, Challenge 3. Find
the row with the number that matches your question. Circle the
name of the map you used to find your answer. Write the
answer in a complete sentence. For example: 

Question: What is the tallest mountain in Canada and the U.S.?

Answer: The tallest mountain in Canada and the U.S. is Mount
McKinley.

6. Bring your Challenge 3 table to the teacher. If your answer is
correct, clean off your transparency, get a new Challenge 3
card, and repeat Steps 3–6.

Challenge 33Canada and the United States Directions

                       



© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute Canada and the United States Mapping Lab 23

Challenge 3 Cards 3ACanada and the United States Materials

Canada and the United States Challenge 3

What is the largest area in Canada and the 
United States that is densely populated (over 
250 people per square mile)? What are four 
cities in that area?

Canada and the United States Challenge 3

In which state in the United States can you find
all of the following climates: arid, semiarid,
Mediterranean, highlands, and marine west coast?

Canada and the United States Challenge 3

Which resource is most abundant in Texas,
Alaska, and Alberta? Which state or province
appears to have the most of that resource?

Canada and the United States Challenge 3

Which four territories and states have both a 
subarctic and tundra climate, and include land
that is both north and south of the Arctic Circle?

Canada and the United States Challenge 3

What is the most common type of vegetation 
in the central area of southern Canada and the
United States? Which country has more land 
with that type of vegetation?

Canada and the United States Challenge 3

What types of land use occur along both the
Pacific Coast and Atlantic Coast of Canada and
the United States?
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Challenge 3 Cards3ACanada and the United States Materials

Canada and the United States Challenge 3

Which Canadian island has a population density
that ranges from under 2 people to as many as
250 people per square mile?

Canada and the United States Challenge 3

Which five lakes together make up the 
largest body of fresh water in Canada and 
the United States?

Canada and the United States Challenge 3

Which Canadian provinces or territories are
entirely covered in forests? Which kinds of forest
do you find there?

Canada and the United States Challenge 3

What are ten provinces, territories, and states 
that the Rocky Mountains run through?
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Using Geography Skills to Answer 
“Why There?”

1. Get a copy of Canada and the United States Transparency 6
and one Challenge 4 card from your teacher.

2. Read the question on your card. Scan the names of the
research stations to find which stations have information
that you need to answer the question. You will need to visit
at least two and as many as all five stations to get all the
information you need. 

3. Go to each station you identified. Lay your transparency on
top of the map at the station. Use a transparency pen to note
any information or locations on your transparency that will
help you answer the question.

4. Once you have all the information you need, return to your
desk. Get your copy of the table for the Canada and the
United States Mapping Lab, Challenge 4. Find the row with
the number that matches your question. Circle the names 
of the maps you used to find your answer. Write the answer
in a complete sentence.

5. Bring your Challenge 4 table to the teacher. If your answer
is correct, clean off your transparency, get a new card, and
repeat Steps 2–5. 

Challenge 4 Canada and the United States Directions 4
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Challenge 4 Cards4Canada and the United States Materials

Canada and the United States Challenge 4

Name three states, provinces, or territories 
that produce more hydroelectric power than other
places in the region. What physical feature in
these places might help explain why hydroelectric
power is a resource there?

Canada and the United States Challenge 4

California is the most populated state in this
region. Nunavut is the least populated. How do
climate and economic activity help explain why
this is the case?

Canada and the United States Challenge 4

Find the area of the continental United States that
is least populated. What physical features might
help explain why the population density is so
low? How might elevation and vegetation zones
also help explain the low population density?

Canada and the United States Challenge 4

Which of Canada’s cities has the largest popula-
tion? How might the climate and economic
activity of the area help explain why so many
people live there?

Canada and the United States Challenge 4

A farmer grows sugarcane, a crop that does well
only in a humid subtropical climate with other
tropical grassland vegetation. In his free time, 
he loves to go sailing on the ocean year-round.
His farm is near a densely populated city that 
lies on a very large river. 

Where does the farmer live? Why do you think so?

Canada and the United States Challenge 4

In what city does this person live? Why do you
think so?

“My city is an urban area with more than 4 million
people. Like many people here, I work in 
manufacturing. My brother, is a commercial 
fisherman. We are surrounded by mountains, but
also have many beautiful beaches. Our
Mediterranean climate makes the weather gener-
ally mild. It rains occasionally. Sometimes we
worry about chaparral fires in the nearby hills.”
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